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In light of Church documents, Catholic schools in the Diocese of Reno, in partnership with parents, are committed to fostering gospel values, academic excellence
and life-long service in a faith-centered community.
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During this month that we focus on “love,” I felt it would be best to share some of
the wonderful writing and art submitted by our own students during Catholic Schools
week earlier this month. Their writing exemplifies so much of what we do in Catholic Schools: primarily we learn, serve, lead, and succeed.

Last spring’s ACT
Aspire summative
assessment of average
scores of Diocese of
Reno students tells a
wonderful story of
academic success.
This is a nationally
normed test for students in grades 3-8.
Many years ago, Malcom Gladwell wrote a
book called
“Outliers.”

It is important to know that, since our schools are Catholic schools, and we welcome many students with individual gifts and talents, some of the students score much higher than average, and some have learning challenges,
too. As we hear on TV commercials, individual results vary.

The academic success story continues at Bishop Manogue Catholic High School. People talk about high stakes
testing. Colleges and universities look at a variety of information before accepting students. ACT scores are
among the information that accompany college acceptance.
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http://www.catholicrenoscholarship.org/
D.O.R.S. Congratulations to Maria Guerrero winner of the D.O.R.S.
raffle for 25,000 American Airline reward points. The D.O.R.S. raffle
earned over $4,800.00.

Thank you to Catherine French who donated the rewards for this raffle last year and
this year. In addition, thank you to the many people who supported this fundraiser for
our important D.O.R.S. Scholarship!

P a ge 3

Students from Bishop Manogue Catholic High School and all the Elementary Schools
submitted essays into the Catholic Schools Week essay contest. Some excerpts follow:
“…when

I entered Manogue I felt the real change of a Catholic education. Above
all, I was surprised by how deeply Catholicism is rooted in all aspects of the school.
From the classroom to athletics, the focus is always placed on faith. The utmost definition of a Catholic education is doing everything for the greater glory of God.
Attending Manogue has taught me much more than just academic subjects, but how
a community can unify as one. It has developed my ability to lead others and enhanced my learning experience in a way I did not think was possible.”
“Receiving a Catholic education since kindergarten and devotedly practicing the faith all my life, Catholic education is dear to my heart. I have
learned so much about my faith, and have been given opportunities to
grow and put it into action. I am looking forward to the additional experiences I will have as I
complete my time at Bishop Manogue. I have been taught how to serve others in a generous and
beneficial way. Catholic education has bestowed on me the skills to be a leader in a variety of
ways, both in the traditional sense as well as following Jesus’ radical example of leadership. I have
been taught how to be successful not only spiritually but intellectually and socially…”
“Teachers prioritize their students’ learning experience and ensure that the material is assimilated.
Moreover, they emphasize the importance of exercising honor and integrity and assert that the
genuine effort one puts into their work is more far-reaching than the final grade received.
Students are given a fruitful education by teachers who acknowledge their potential and
actively help them realize it.”

Bishop Manogue Catholic High School | www.bishopmanogue.org | (775) 336-6000

Our Lady of the Snows School
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1125 Lander Street, Reno, NV
775-322-2773 www.ourladyofthesnowsschool.org

“Learn, serve, lead, succeed. These are four terms I
have learned through Catholic education. I learn about Christ
and His life on Earth. I serve Christ by performing the Corporal
works of mercy. I lead others toward Christ and to learn about
Christ. I have succeeded in my faith by realizing that God
loves me and I have loved him with all of my heart, mind, and
soul. I’ve been able to learn, serve, lead, and succeed through
Christ by going to a school that teaches Catholic education.”
“Beginning the day with a prayer and ending the day with a prayer
has helped me to grow in my faith, and keep others in my heart.
Loving and caring for others is very important and helps you to focus
on happy thoughts instead of negative thoughts. As a Catholic, always knowing God is there for you and everyone has taught me to
learn through all my failures, doubts and predicaments.”
“Another thing being at a Catholic school signifies to me is being in a safe, kind, and caring environment.”
“I am unaware of how I would ever thrive without the guidance of God. Although I owe everything to
Him, I would not be able to know about God without my Catholic education. My education has
taught me all I need to succeed.”
“Trailing back to my beginning, when I was younger, I did not go to a Catholic school. I would not
say I was a mischievous child, but going to a Catholic school definitely helps with my childhood
moods. At Snows they teach us etiquette and help us to be more respectful with our parents.
Everyday I thank God for giving me the opportunity to receive a Catholic education.”
“We, as sixth graders, have a special math system that gives us real world applications. Our math book
has challenges that will help us when we are adults. If you are buying a shirt and it is thirty percent off,
we have learned how to figure the new total. The future may be full of robots, but it will be us that remember how to do percentages without electronic help.
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ST. ALBERT THE GREAT CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Learning to Know, Love, and Serve God

“Here at St. Albert’s, our lives are lead by the Christ within us. Prayer leads
and guides us through every day, good or bad. A few years ago, a first-grade
student almost died of E.coli. In that difficult time, our community came together in prayer to help him. His teacher was in constant contact with his parents, who kept us informed. The school donated significantly to help sustain
the family so they could focus on their son’s healing…Through donations and
the power of prayer we are still able to cope with this difficult situation. Classmates always know what’s going on in each other’s lives because we bring
those things into our classroom prayer daily.”
“This school isn’t a normal school, it’s a place of God and His word. My
teachers have taught me how to speak and write English, luckily, because if
not, I would be writing this in Spanish, and that probably wouldn’t be pleasant
for you.”
“Lead me into learning how to serve other s and I will succeed in it!”
“I’m here to talk to you about how a Catholic school has impacted my life
and how it has helped me in becoming closer to God. St. Albert the Great
Catholic School has supported me through rough times in my life with comforting teachers and helpful friends….When we learn we become smarter and
more intelligent, whether learning from your mistakes or from a teacher. By
learning, you are becoming a more experienced human being…I have had and
continue to have an amazing childhood because of St. Albert’s.”
“Catholic schools always remind me about what we are put on this Earth to do.
Learn about God, serve God with all of your heart, mind, and soul, and lead a
religious life. Once you have learned to do all of these things, you have succeeded in a happy, God-filled life that contains everything that you really
need.”

“Catholic school is preparing me for a successful future because it is teaching me
good values in my curriculum and helping me to learn by challenging me with
elaborate and complex topics. For example, students like me are taught more
advanced subjects, like algebra and language skills to prepare us for future
schooling. Rigorous study habits and difficult grading scales are also enforced
to test and challenge students…Teachers always expect their students to do their
work to the best of their ability at Catholic schools, and will take the time to help
students better understand any topics that they are struggling on.”
“I believe that I am one of the most fortunate kids on Earth to attend a
Catholic school where I am able to learn about God.”
St. Albert the Great School, 1255 St. Albert’s Drive Reno, NV 89503 (775) 747-3392 www.stalbertcatholicschool.org/
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Little Flower School
Different Where It Counts
1300 Casazza Dr.
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 329-2931

“Every day at school is a preparatory day. Teachers at Little Flower School have never done less than
prepare me for the future that lies ahead of me, which is high school right now. My fellow classmates and I are always constantly reminded of how lucky we are and to use our God-given gifts in the right manner to the best of our
abilities. The above-average grading scale and advanced curriculum has been of great teaching and advantage to
me…Learning in a safe, God-loving environment, in which I am nurtured, makes me feel secure.”
“My Catholic Education is my foundation. I have a lot of goals and dreams in life. I
want to be successful and I believe that because of my education and with the help of
my faith, I will succeed. My Catholic education taught me that hard work and determination are the main keys of success…And I believe that with God beside me and
the people that support me, I can do everything.”
“My experience at a Catholic School has been a good one. I have learned how to lead, serve,
and succeed. I sadly will not be continuing my high school journey with Catholic schools,
but I will be there in spirit. All the things that Catholic school has taught me will stick
with me and continue to stick with me throughout my life. Without a Catholic education, I
wouldn’t be the person I am today. Catholic education has helped shape my life just as I
hope this essay has shaped yours.”
“Little Flower helps students strive for greatness. The grading here makes it
harder to get an A and not that easy to just get a B. This grading system helps
students strive harder to try to reach the top and get used to striving for the best
they could be.”
“At Little Flower, the things we learned were harder and more rigorous. But, besides
that, the classes were smaller which allowed the teacher to help me when I was struggling to
understand something…Overall, Catholic schools have given many children the chance to
succeed and make a difference with their lives. I hope that more people are able to go to
Catholic schools, so they can have the same chances that have been given to me.”

“I used to go to a private school. There they taught me basic
things like how to add, or punctuation. But here I have learned
about responsibility, respect, determination, forgiveness,
honesty, and being grateful for everything I have.”
“Because of Little Flower School I can confidently say that I will succeed and
that I have a beautiful relationship with God. I’m so thankful and would not
want to be anywhere else!”
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“Growing up in a Catholic school has been a wonderful experience for me. Along
with a strong foundation in basic education, Catholic schools have taught me how to
learn independently, how to study for exams, and how to feel confident in my work.
I have developed a love for reading, mathematics, science, and history. I enjoy pushing myself in every way to become a better student. I have learned to study for exams, memorize drama performances, and I have excelled in summer learning camps
because of my love of learning. All of these experiences have increased my self confidence and has allowed me to feel proud about myself and my successes.”
“Through attending Catholic schools, I have learned that I belong to something greater than myself. This continues to help me through struggles
and disappointments in my life. I know that God is always beside me, and He helps guide me out of my
troubles.”
“At a Catholic school, friends come easier. On my first day of school, everyone walked right
up to me and introduced themselves. They reached out to me and helped me
settle into the new school…Going to a strict Catholic school has also taught me
accountability and responsibility…I am very happy I am able to attend a Catholic
school.”
“The teachers make sure that everybody understands before they move on,
and I like that because I take a little bit of time having to think about things…Going to
St. Teresa has made me successful in multiple ways. Here are two ways. Thanks to
all my amazing teachers, I succeed in school. I also succeed outside of school because of my school. I am kind because of my parents, but also because St. Teresa
teaches us how to act and I am surrounded by kind people.
“Going to a Catholic school allows me to interact with others in my
classes to help build our relationships with one another and our
socializing skills. While going to a Catholic school you are taught
to treat others with kindness and respect.
You are taught the words that Jesus once
said, ‘ Love your neighbor as I have loved
you.’ ”

“I know that later in life I will be successful
because I have a great education, have many
opportunities to do service for my school
and community, and I know how to be a leader. I feel very lucky I am
able to go to such an amazing school.”

St. Teresa of Avila Catholic School, 567 South Richmond Ave. Carson City, NV 89703, www.stts.org

MISSION STATEMENT
In light of Church documents, Catholic schools in the Diocese of Reno, in partnership with parents, are
committed to fostering gospel values, academic excellence and life-long service in a faith-centered
community.
PHILOSOPHY


Catholic schools strive to educate the whole person by promoting the spiritual,
moral, physical, and intellectual development of each student in an environment centered on Catholic values.



Catholic schools help students develop a loving relationship with God, promote
spiritual growth, and provide knowledge about and opportunities to practice the
Catholic faith.



Catholic schools challenge the unique individual abilities of each student in such a
manner as to enhance self-worth, self-discipline, responsibility, and to attain
academic excellence.



Catholic schools seek to motivate students to live as part of a faith community which
works to serve the needs of society; to foster love of life, love of family and love of
country.



Catholic schools seek to enable students to embrace the plurality of cultures and
beliefs and to respect and reverence this plurality as a wonder of God.



Catholic schools are committed to fostering community through careful leadership,
competent teaching and cooperative endeavors with parents.

