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MISSION STATEMENT

In light of Church documents, Catholic schools in the Diocese of Reno, in partnership with parents, are committed to fostering gospel values, academic excellence
and life-long service in a faith-centered community.

I write this with sincere gratitude for all of the good work done in our Catholic school community in the Diocese of Reno. I am amazed
by the education being provided in individual classrooms at our schools and want to share some of this with you; the parents, board
members, priests and others in our extended Catholic school community. You will read school-specific updates in the next few pages
and feel confident that God’s gifts are being lived in our schools. We often hear of sharing our time, talent and treasures to give back to
God what God has so graciously provided for us. Even people in our Catholic community saying prayers for our schools is a gift.
I would like to share some of the observations I have made in the past two months when visiting classrooms in all of our schools.
Catholic Identity: It is evident that prayer is a priority in our schools. Classrooms have crucifixes, pictures and posters to remind us
of our faith, but just as importantly, Catholic values are evident in interactions.
Planning and Preparation: It is apparent that teachers plan and prepare for instruction. There is evidence of teachers’ knowledge of
pedagogy, age-appropriate instruction that aligns with standards, and assessment. Yes, quizzes and tests are still given!
The Classroom Environment: Classroom environments are conducive to learning in that teachers are enthusiastic, physical spaces
are clean and organized, and students are engaged in learning. There is also demonstration of high expectations for student
achievement, both from the teachers and the students themselves.
Instruction: Instruction is paramount to student achievement and the classrooms I visited demonstrated numerous types of methodology. Technology was available, individual work, small group work, problem solving, authentic problems and questions, and
I even heard a primary teacher talk about math “story” problems. Direct instruction was also used, however, it was not just a
“lecture,” but was more a matter of the teacher providing well-thought out information, asking deeper questions, and making
connections to past and future learning.
Professionalism: Teachers in our Catholic schools are professional. Many have advanced academic degrees and catechist certification.
Materials and Resources: Classrooms have print-rich environments and appropriate texts. All schools have science labs and/or
computer labs or individual computers for students and teachers. Most have “Smartboards.”

I am grateful for those who have provided for and built our schools in the past, and am confident that our schools will continue adapt to
meet the faith and academic needs of our students in the future. Our Catholic faith has been fortunate to have an abundance of scholars
who beautifully and meaningfully integrated faith and reason. These gifts are evident in our classrooms every single day. Please take an
opportunity to call one of our schools for a tour if you would like to discover the wonderful work being done in any of the Diocese of
Reno Catholic Schools.
Thank you for all that you do to support our schools. Our students
continue to thrive! One piece of data for which I am very grateful is
based on progress toward career readiness based on the performance
of the 2019 eighth graders in our schools. BMCHS data shows similar results from ACT and SAT.

So, as we reflect on our gifts and our blessings from God during
Thanksgiving, let us be grateful for Catholic education, the Catholic
community that has supported it in so many enduring ways, and the
opportunities we have to continue to provide a faith-based education
for parents who choose this for their children.

The Diocese of Reno is committed to the safety of our children
and vulnerable adults.
We are in compliance with the
Dallas Charter and remain diligent
in maintaining this compliance.
Through the "Protecting God's
Children" program we train people
to be more aware of how to protect children and vulnerable adults,
and also the possible warning signs
of abuse and neglect.
Each year children within our Religious Education programs and within
our schools are provided the opportunity to participate in a program called
“Empowering God’s Children.”
Together, all of us can help to create safe environments in our parish,
schools, facilities and even beyond.
To register for a background check and also take an online Protecting
God’s Children Awareness Session or to sign up for a live training, visit our
website: https://renodiocese.org/safe-environment/
For additional information, please contact Elda Juarez at (775) 326-9445.

The Diocese of Reno utilizes the Virtus program “Protecting God’s Children.” Currently, in our five schools, there are over 2,500
adults who are active users of the program! It is with sincere gratitude that I thank you and Virtus! Since its use in the Diocese of
Reno, over 10,000 people have been trained through Virtus.
One important component of the training has to do with safety concerns regarding young people and technology. If you have
taken the training, either in person or online, you may recall that this section focuses on “differentiating between appropriate
and inappropriate technology-facilitated behaviors, social networking, technology-facilitated gaming activities, the dangers of
providing personal information via messages, chatting, blogs, posts, photo sharing, etc., victimization by technologyfacilitated predators and cyberbullying.” Some recent bulletins have been, “Doxing: What is that,” “Talking about Sexting
with Children and Young People,” “Bound and Intertwined: the Link between Pornography and Human Trafficking (Parts
1 and 2),” and “The Language of Online Grooming.”
As a Protecting God’s Children facilitator, I spend some time on the section regarding technology related internet safety. To
supplement this, I generally ask the youngest or most tech-savvy adult in the room what I am missing. You see, sometimes
we think we are up to date with technology, but sadly, many of us are not…nor do we understand it. But, we have an obligation to do our best to keep up with the youth in our lives. Reading Virtus bulletins is one way to continue to learn, but it is
an important step. Teaching children digital citizenship is another. As communication becomes more complicated, the reality is, we all need to continue to learn in this rapidly changing digital world. I also encourage parents and other participants to
continue reading bulletins. We, as parents and educators, cannot become complacent in this ever-changing world.
Check your bulletins in the next month or two for an article to be written at our request by Detective Hugh Farley, currently an
international child exploitation consultant for INTERPOL, Microsoft and Virtus. He will provide current information on
internet and social media apps and other ways youth are vulnerable. One example might be Snapchat and Snapmap. Snapmap can show the exact location and picture of users. Even if you have completed 24 bulletins and the recertification review, if you have a Virtus account, you should still be able to access bulletins. If you have difficulty, please contact Elda,
whose phone number is 775-326-9445.
Our schools teach two age-appropriate Virtus lessons to students each year. This year’s lessons are lessons 9 and 10: “Speak Up!
Speak Out! Be Heard.” Last year’s topics were “Internet Safety” and “Creating and Following Family Rules.”
If you have not taken a “Protecting God’s Children” Awareness Session, please sign up for a live session or an online session at
https://renodiocese.org/safe-environment/ or call Elda Juarez: 775-326-9445.

.

To continue to educate our teachers, Sr. Nancy Usselmann (https://
catholicspeakers.com/profiles/sr-nancy-usselmann) will be speaking about technology at the Diocesan Conference in January 2020 at the Nugget. If you would
like to learn more from a very “with-it nun,” check out #MediaNun. If you would
like to hear Sr. Nancy, we would love to have school parents register for and
attend the conference: https://reno-diocesan-conference.org/ It’s not too late
to register and fees go up after Dec. 13. Sr. Nancy will be giving two workshops
on Saturday, January 4, 2020, and there are other great speakers, too!

Used with permission by Sister Patricia McCormack.
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Good News in Catholic Education – November 2019

Theme: Gratitude/Discover Catholic Schools Week
Bishop Manogue Catholic High School is honored to have so many blessings worthy of our utmost gratitude. Above anything else, we
are most grateful for the people who comprise our tight-knit, incredible community...
We are thankful for our students:
We genuinely believe Bishop Manogue students are some of the best kids around. Our
students take both confidence and humility with them into every passion they pursue.
Bishop Manogue students are hard-working, innovative, intelligent, diligent, and incredibly compassionate. These kids come from supportive families who actively help
their children and our school become the best we can be. We are blessed by every one
of them.
We are thankful for our staff:
This year, Bishop Manogue welcomed several new educators and staff members, and
we couldn't be more grateful for the expertise they bring to our school. We are honored to have a dedicated team who continue to make
a genuine difference in the lives of our students.
We are thankful for our campus ministers:
Many of our faculty and staff are drawn to BMCHS because of our spiritual values.
They instill and embolden Catholic principles within the school and support our mission
of faith to be present in everything we do. Our campus ministry and spiritual leaders
work extremely hard to offer support, guidance and compassion to all.
We are thankful for our supporters:
Our school is grateful for those in the community who recognize the immense value of
Catholic education and who decide to invest their time, treasure, and talent in our students. Because of their generous support, Bishop Manogue is able to thrive.
Students, staff, faculty, coaches, alumni, parents, donors, families, and supporters all
make up an extensive Bishop Manogue Catholic High School network. This group of
people is abundant with love and support for one another through hardships and celebrations. Thank you to everyone who makes Bishop Manogue more than just a high
school. Together, we are a family!

Bishop Manogue Catholic High School | www.bishopmanogue.org | (775) 336-6000

Our Lady of the Snows School
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1125 Lander Street, Reno, NV
775-322-2773 www.ourladyofthesnowsschool.org

Gratitude
As we look forward to enjoying the holidays with our
friends and families, our school community is preparing
our hearts to be filled with gratitude. For several years
now, students have been keeping a daily record of life’s
little blessings. Keeping a gratitude journal is among
our most popular practices because it gives students a
chance to reflect on what is most important to them and
others. Some excerpts include:
“I’m thankful that my teacher is so nice.”
“I’m thankful we had lots of food to give to Sister Carmen. She is really nice. She helps a lot of people.”
“I’m thankful that we have had such nice weather to
play in.”
To continue with our Faith Building Projects at Snows,
for the month of November we asked students to make an extra lunch (or two) to bring to school for the homeless. Students packed healthy lunches including fruits and vegetables. We asked that the children be a part of
making the lunches and include a note sharing God’s love with a caring message. The response was overwhelming. We collected over 300 lunches that were delivered St. Vincent’s.
We are grateful for our Veterans. In honor of Veteran’s Day, we are holding a Veteran’s Day Assembly to honor
all those who served. The entire school is participating by singing songs, reciting poems and making a special art
project to take to the Hospital. Members of the McQueen ROTC presented the colors and members of the military spoke a few words during the Assembly.
Sr. Carmen continues her ministry that provides an important
source of food and basic necessities to low income families.
Our school will continue the adopt-a-family program because
of how important this program is to the people she serves.
This year, our school is able to adopt 30 families who would
otherwise go without Christmas. Each family is provided with
wrapped gifts for each family member along with a gift card for
groceries. Sister Carmen ensures these are delivered in time for
Christmas.
We thank God for all of our many blessings!
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ST. ALBERT THE GREAT CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Learning to Know, Love, and Serve God

Good News!
At St. Albert the Great Catholic School, we feel very grateful, thankful, and blessed.
We are grateful for the many traditions at our school that bring us closer together as a family.
We celebrated Halloween with our annual Halloween Parade on October 31st. The students
dressed up in amazing costumes and paraded around the gym for everyone to see! We are
grateful to the staff at the Child Development Center for being the judges who awarded each
class with prizes for the most original, religious/spiritual, and the funniest costumes. We are
grateful for the parents who volunteer at our school
to make our classroom parties and activities special.
We are also very thankful for the faculty and
staff at St. Albert’s. Our teachers are dedicated to
enriching the curriculum in their classrooms, and
they genuinely care for each of our students. Our
staff works hard to provide interesting electives and
support the arts at our school, and our aides work
tirelessly to support our teachers and keep our students safe on the playground. We are thankful for
Lisa Kane who is able to endlessly multitask and
keep our office running smoothly, and we are also
thankful for Bob Watnes who is always working
hard to fix everything and keep our school safe and
clean. It’s true that the office manager and head
custodian are the heart and soul of every school, and
these two are an integral part of our St. Albert’s
family!
At St. Albert’s, we also feel very blessed to
have such wonderful and supportive priests. Fr. Honesto Agustin continues to be involved in
everything at our school from blessing the classrooms at the beginning of the year to participating in our Halloween Parade. He has a kind heart and truly cares about each student at St.
Albert’s. Fr. Patrick Klekas has also been a blessing for our school. Fr. Klekas stands outside
to greet parents and students in the morning, even when it is freezing outside! He has also
been working with Mr. Kearney to help teach religion to our eighth graders every week. Fr.
Klekas has even been caught playing basketball with our students on the playground! The
parents, students, and staff love seeing our priests at the school, and we all feel very blessed to
be a part of the St. Albert’s community.
St. Albert the Great School, 1255 St. Albert’s Drive Reno, NV 89503 (775) 747-3392 www.stalbertcatholicschool.org/
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Little Flower School
Different Where It Counts
1300 Casazza Dr.
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 329-2931

Gratitude 2019
“The best way to show my gratitude to God is to accept everything, even my problems with joy.”
Saint Teresa of Kalcutta
This quote from then Mother Teresa reminds us that everything we do in life, especially in our
schools, is done with joy. Joy is what we experience every day in Little Flower and most of the joy
is due to our incredible students.
Christian Leadership, spear-headed by Annie DiLoreto, is responsible for the class projects in
which our students participate. These projects ask all of us to give to those in Reno whose basic
needs are not being met. As a school, we donate cans of food for our food pantry organized by
the society of St. Vincent de Paul. Each Monday we stock the Little Flower Church pantry with
perishable food items such as bread, fruit, yogurt and dairy products. A designated grade brings
in the items each Monday.
We are also concentrating on projects to support the Eddy House. The Eddy House is Northern
Nevada’s central intake and assessment facility for homeless and at-risk youth.

Little Flower understands how lucky we are to be a part of the Reno Diocese and our wonderful
school. Assisting these two projects shows our gratitude and gives the students at Little Flower
the chance to give back to help those who need it.
“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through him.” Col 3:17

Page 9

St. Teresa School has so many things to be thankful for. The month of November is the time of year that we call
to mind our many blessings.
Did you know, in the video The Science of Gratitude from the website Happify Daily, “Expressing appreciation
and being thankful can reduce depression, lower blood pressure, increase energy and happiness, and even prolong
your life! Gratitude also increases the feel-good neurotransmitters dopamine and serotonin and helps you deflect
those negative thoughts. So why not celebrate minor accomplishments, perform small acts of kindness, and appreciate the small things?” Why not indeed!
We, at St. Teresa School, are very mindful of our many blessings and ever-grateful to our
Savior for making all things possible. Amen.

Our Priests

Our Parents

Our School

Our Friends

Our Parents

Our Teachers

St. Teresa of Avila Catholic School, 567 South Richmond Ave. Carson City, NV 89703, www.stts.org

Tickets are on sale now!

Diocese of Reno Scholarship (D.O.R.S.) 2019-2020 Raffle!
Prize:

25,000 American Airlines points
(Certain restrictions apply)

Drawing will be during the Catholic Schools Week Mass on

Thursday, January 30, 2020
Winner need not be present to win.

Raffle tickets are $5.00 each or three for $10.00
Each raffle ticket will qualify for one entry into the raffle.

In the past, all donations to D.O.R.S.
have been matched dollar for dollar!
Buy your tickets early so sales can be
applied to the current year’s funds.

CONSIDER DONATING TO THE

For more information about
D.O.R.S. check our website:
www.catholicrenoscholarship.org

SCHOLARSHIP FUND, WHICH IS AVAILABLE TO QUALIFYING STUDENTS IN

ANY OF OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AS FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE:
HTTP://WWW.CATHOLICRENOSCHOLARSHIP.ORG OR

