
In the next few pages, you will have insight into how the children in each of our 

schools are learning about the true meaning of Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ.  

You will read about the outpouring of food and presents our schools are so gener-

ously giving to those in need in the community.  You will read about how our stu-

dents’ talents are being highlighted in annual Christmas programs that give glory to 

our Savior’s birth. 

Our faith-based system of Catholic schools has always focused on the “whole child” 

approach, including support for individual student’s needs.  I specifically remember 

an application to one of the schools which asked, “Does your student have any spe-

cial needs?”  The parent responded, “Yes! To be loved!”  What a great deal of in-

sight that parent communicated!  Each elementary school has Schoolwide Learning 

Expectations (SLEs), and our high school has Individual Student Outcomes (ISOs).  

Similarities focus on spiritual, academic, and character or virtues.   

It is often said that we should give of our time, talent, and treasures.  During the 

Christmas season, malls, Amazon and a multitude of other businesses compel us to 

buy this and buy that to make our children and loved ones smile.  There is nothing 

wrong with this in the right perspective.  In fact, it is very fun to give and to get the 

newest game or toy from Santa for children and children at heart.   

In addition to this, please consider giving your children the gift of time or a gift of 

your presence as a present.  It may sound too easy.  It may sound too contrite.  But, 

a commitment to give your child of any age your undivided, undistracted attention 

and time every day may be a gift that your child will value long after the new toy is forgotten.  And, it 

may be the hardest gift to give.  But, as the parent responded on the application to school regarding spe-

cial needs, every child has the need to be loved.  Keeping communication open may go a long way to 

help children as infants all of the way through adulthood.   

God gave us the gift of our Lord, Jesus Christ.  Jesus’ too short time on earth so long ago, was a gift. His 

time, and the lessons He taught us remain essential today, even after so many years, to guide us in our 

own life.   

Treasure this Christmas as one of joy, hope and love for you and your family!   Merry Christmas and a 

blessed New Year. 
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Inside this issue: 

MISSION STATEMENT 

In light of Church documents, Catholic schools in the Diocese of Reno, in partnership with parents, are committed to fostering gospel values, academic excellence 
and  life-long service in a faith-centered community. 



 

The Diocese of  Reno is commit-
ted to the safety of  our children 
and vulnerable adults. 

We are in compliance with the 
Dallas Charter and remain diligent 
in maintaining this compliance. 

Through the "Protecting God's 
Children" program we train people 
to be more aware of  how to pro-
tect children and vulnerable adults, 
and also the possible warning signs 
of  abuse and neglect. 

Each year children within our Religious Education programs and within 
our schools are provided the opportunity to participate in a program called 
“Empowering God’s Children.” 

Together, all of  us can help to create safe environments in our parish, 
schools, facilities and even beyond. 
 
Be sure to check out the two latest bulletins on Virtus: “Healthy Bounda-
ries Help to Prevent Abuse”, and “Navigation Tools: Potential Abuse Indi-
cators and Child Disclosures”. 
 
To register for a background check and also take an online Protecting 
God’s Children Awareness Session or to sign up for a live training, visit our 
website: https://renodiocese.org/safe-environment/ 
 
For additional information, please contact Elda Juarez at (775) 326-9445. 

 

https://renodiocese.org/safe-environment/


CONSIDER DONATING TO THE  SCHOLARSHIP FUND, WHICH IS AVAILABLE TO QUALIFYING STUDENTS IN 

ANY OF OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AS FUNDS ARE AVAILABLE: 

HTTP://WWW.CATHOLICRENOSCHOLARSHIP.ORG OR   

 

 

 

 

 

Diocese of Reno Scholarship (D.O.R.S.) 2019-2020 Raffle! 

Prize:  25,000 American Airlines points 
 (Certain restrictions apply) 

  

     Drawing will be during the Catholic Schools Week Mass on  

Thursday, January 30, 2020 

Winner need not be present to win.   

Raffle tickets are $5.00 each or three for $10.00 

Each raffle ticket will qualify for one entry into the raffle. 

In the past, all donations to D.O.R.S. 

have been matched dollar for dollar!  

Buy your tickets early so sales can be 

applied to the current year’s funds. 

For more information about 

D.O.R.S. check our website:  

www.catholicrenoscholarship.org 

Tickets are on sale now! 

Still need stocking stuffers?  How about a chance to win 25,000 
American Airlines Points?  See your local Catholic School for 
tickets! 

http://www.catholicrenoscholarship.org
http://www.catholicrenoscholarship.org


 
Christmas can be a crazy time of year.   
The pressure to make it perfect can be  
overwhelming for everyone.  Aren’t we looking  
for ways to make it easier and more meaningful?  
 Have you ever considered this? 
 
On Christmas Eve, place a crate under the tree for each 
child.  Have them collect their good condition, usable toys 
that they no longer play with and place them in the crate.  
Santa will take those toys to a local charity for children in 
need and leave behind the following gifts in the crate: 
 
   Something you want 
   Something you need 
   Something you wear 
   Something you read 
 
    Christmas isn’t about how much you 
    want  and get.  This practice makes it 
    easier on parents, shows charity  
    towards others and keeps the constant 
    quest for  “stuff” to a minimum. 

 

   Merry Christmas! 

Submitted by Karen Smeath 
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‘Tis the season for festive decorations, study sessions before finals, celebrating Advent and serving others in 
our community. Bishop Manogue is grateful for such a joyous time of year to celebrate Christ and serve oth-
ers who are in need.  

 

This year, the BMCHS Drama, Choir and Art Departments teamed up to perform “A Festival of Lessons and 
Carols.” Lessons and Carols can be traced back to the late 19th century and are traditionally celebrated on 
Christmas Eve beginning with the story of the fall of humanity, to the promise of the Messiah and closing with 
the birth of Jesus Christ. Reading selections are interspersed with the singing of Christmas anthems and 
songs. Bishop Manogue also hosted a Scholarship and Donor Appreciation Reception, where some of our 
grateful scholarship recipients had a chance to meet and interact with the extremely generous donors who 
help make Catholic education possible for many of our students. 

  

To celebrate the spirit of the season, our students are participating in a variety of charity and service drives to 
help those in need during the holidays. The Squires Toy Drive collected toys and items for children of all ag-
es. The collected items will be given to Sister Carmen helps deliver the items to deserving families. Junior, 
Jenna Sterrett organized a school-wide grocery bag drive, where students brought filled grocery bags which 
were then delivered to kids in our communities who need extra groceries during Christmas break. So far, the 
drive has helped more than 2000 families! The BMCHS Leadership and Student Council students also host-
ed a party for students at Lemelson Academy, spreading the joy and goodwill to many.  To add to the festive 
fun, students and Faculty also participated in Locker and Door Decorating,  

 

Finally, we are so proud of our hardworking student-athletes, four of whom signed to play Division 1 Sports in 
College! They are Kenna Holt, Rylan Charles, Vai Kaho, and Joey Wright! 

  

Bishop Manogue wishes everyone a blessed and happy Advent and Christmas! 

http://www.bishopmanogue.org/


Our Lady of  the Snows School 
1125 Lander Street, Reno, NV 

775-322-2773  www.ourladyofthesnowsschool.org  
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‘Tis the season to experience the joy of giving! 

Students at Our Lady of the Snows School have taken the lead on our annual Christmas giving campaigns.  Through their efforts we were 

able to reach our goals...and then some! 

This year, we adopted a total of 35 families during our Adopt-A-Family campaign.  In addition, one of our School Mass special collec-

tions was sent to Hunter Lake Elementary to help those families in need.  Also, the school children voted to send leftover candy from our 

Fall Festival to the Children’s Cabinet to make it a little brighter for the Holidays. 

Shopping for our Adopt-A-Family project is a big undertaking.  Each adopted family member receives gifts of size-specific clothing, 

socks, age appropriate toys and other necessities.  The family also receives a gift card for groceries to ensure they have food on their table 

for Christmas.   

This year’s Christmas Musical features some of our favorite religious Christmas songs and showcases singers and musical talent playing 

the drums and xylophone, which are a part our school music program.  Finally, we celebrate the joy of giving with class parties, buddy gift 

exchanges and a school-wide pajama party, complete with popcorn and afternoon movie. 

We extend our gratitude to our families, teachers, staff and volunteers for the excellence they provide to our school.  We ask 

for God’s abundant blessings for our community as we celebrate Christmas.   

http://www.ourladyofthesnowsschool.org


St. Albert the Great School, 1255 St. Albert’s Drive  Reno, NV 89503  (775) 747-3392  www.stalbertcatholicschool.org/ 
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ST. ALBERT THE GREAT CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

Learning to Know, Love, and Serve God 

 Good News! 

 St. Albert the Great Catholic School has been very busy this Christmas season!  During the first week of Advent, 

we enjoyed getting all of our families together for our annual Christmas Program in the church.  Some of our junior high 

students re-enacted the Nativity scene, and all of the children’s beautiful voices filled our church with peaceful songs.  After 

the performance, our families joined us for refreshments and community fellowship in the gym.  What a great way to com-

mence the season of Advent! 

 Santa Claus came early when the St. Albert’s Robotics Team was awarded the $10,000 Dolan Auto Classroom 

Grant!  We appreciate all of the parents, students, teachers, parishioners, and community members who voted for our 

school!  St. Albert’s will be using $1,000 from this grant to create Blessing Bags filled with food, socks, hand warmers, water, 

and prayers to be passed out to the homeless on the streets of Reno.  Our best Christmas present came on Saturday, De-

cember 7th, when our three Robotics Teams participated in the FIRST LEGO League Northern Nevada Qualifier at Pine 

Middle School.  Our new 6th grade team, the Glo-Bots, won a first place trophy for Best Robot Design, and the all-girls 

team, the Gear Gals, won the second place Champion’s Award.  Finally, our all-boys team, Bob the Builders, won a second 

place trophy for Best Robot Performance, as well as the first place Champion’s Award!  We are very thankful for all of the 

hard work that Ms. Johnson and all of the coaches have dedicated to the robotics program at St. Albert’s.  All three of our 

teams will be moving on to the Northern Nevada Championship in January! 

 Finally, the Christian Leadership Liturgy Committee is also working hard on their Stocking Stuffer service project.  

Every student at St. Albert’s was given an empty Christmas stocking early in December.  They are then asked to fill the 

stocking with traditional stocking stuffer items that another child of similar age might enjoy.   Then all of these stockings are 

donated to Catholic Charities and will be distributed to over 200 boys and girls at their annual Christmas Party on Decem-

ber 15th.  The children are truly involved in the spirit of giving, and they are excited to participate in this worthy service pro-

ject! 

 St. Albert’s wishes all of the families in our Catholic Diocese a very safe, happy, and spiritual holiday season! 

http://www.stalbertcatholicschool.org


Each week during Advent, teachers, students and office staff are present as we usher in the 
Christmas season with the blessing of the Advent Wreath.  We meet around our huge Ad-
vent wreath each Tuesday morning at 8:00 for prayers and songs as we remember the 
meaning of Christmas. I know all of us are thinking how truly blessed we are to have each 
other and the love of Christ as we celebrate His birth.  

The Christmas activities continue with our annual Christmas program on December 19.  
Steve Pfister, our choir director, wrote the script and Betsy Albert, music teacher, is prac-
ticing songs with the students for the show.  Following the Christmas program, we will 
have a party in the classrooms of Little Flower School complete with Santa, cookies and 
candy.   The church will be full and the Christmas spirit present. 

To express our good fortune and to give back to the community, our Christian Leadership 
team is collecting items for the Eddy House, whose mission is working with homeless and 
at-risk-youth to develop life and job skills necessary to sustainable independence.  

Little Flower students are excited to be sharing their time and efforts to help the youth in 
Reno/Sparks have a happy Christmas.   

From all of us at Little Flower School and Little Flower Church—Merry Christmas!  
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      Different Where It Counts 
 

1300 Casazza Dr.  
Reno, NV 89502 
(775) 329-2931 
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http://www.littleflowerschoolnv.org/
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St. Teresa of Avila Catholic School, 567 South Richmond Ave.  Carson City, NV 89703, www.stts.org 

Lots of Christmas happenings in Carson City! St. Teresa School’s choir sang Christmas 

Carols for an Empty Bowls event at the Carson Mall. Our fifth graders, along with  

other 5th graders from Carson City, participated in the annual Capitol Tree Lighting, and 

St. Teresa’s annual Night of Nativity Exhibit was a beautiful display showcasing what  

Christmas is all about. Our annual Lessons and Carols for Children will be performed at 

the church on December 13.  Merry Christmas to All!!     

  

http://www.stts.org/
http://www.stts.org





