March 2020

MISSION STATEMENT

In light of Church documents, Catholic schools in the Diocese of Reno, in partnership with parents, are committed to fostering gospel values, academic excellence
and life-long service in a faith-centered community.

Dear Diocese of Reno Catholic School Community,
This edition of “The Good News in Catholic Education” was scheduled to be disseminated last Friday, March 13. As we are all now
too aware, life has changed dramatically for all of us.
I want to continue to thank you for your support during this time and know the personal and community challenges and sacrifices
COVID-19 is causing. If you are like me, my email inbox is inundated with messages and ads from every organization with which I
have ever communicated and many that I have not. On the other hand, this morning I observed:
Daffodils blooming, magnificent white and pink blossoms on fruit trees, robins building nests, water flowing in the Truckee River, grass
beginning to turn green, snow on Peavine, delivery trucks at grocery stores, gasoline stations with low prices, and many fewer cars on
the roads. It reminded me of the resilience and cooperation of people in times of need.
As soon as I have verifiable information, I am committed to sharing it with you, our Catholic School Community. My last email
from the State of Nevada Department of Education, Private School liaison was Wednesday, March 18, 2020 at 12:35 p.m. regarding ongoing education for students. No official information has been given, but, please know that administrators and
teachers in our schools are proceeding. As you may understand, the State is also having to make hard decisions, too, so we will
continue to be patient. As my grandmother taught me, “Patience is a virtue.”
Our mission states: In light of Church documents, Catholic schools in the Diocese of Reno, in partnership with parents, are committed to fostering
gospel values, academic excellence and life-long service in a faith-centered community: We truly appreciate parent’s partnership in continuing
education! As a parent, I often wished I could be a “fly on the wall,” in my children’s classrooms, kindergarten through college
and beyond. I remember learning so much from my children in helping them with their homework and discussing what they
were studying. I cherished reading my daughter’s essays! At one point, my son made it very clear that he knew much more
about calculus than I did, which was in fact, true. And while having our students learn from home at this time, it gives our
parents the opportunity to be the “fly on the wall.”
I have been in touch with principals on a regular basis. Feedback from parents has been very positive! The
learning curve for all has been quick and accountable. Our teachers are supporting each other, which is wonderful. I participated in many Zoom meetings in the past few days with members of various communities. I
saw babies sitting on their mom’s laps while on Zoom meetings. I saw grandparents and spouses in the
background of the screen when distance communication was in progress.
There are a few things that we need to keep in mind:
We are Catholic Schools. The teachings of our faith do feed us! We often hear about the Domestic Church.
This is where faith begins…in the home. As a convert, rather than a cradle Catholic, I learn about the richness of our faith every day. Also, in this age of technology, there are so many resources available about our
faith. Many of us participated live in a Rosary with Pope Francis yesterday! I was in awe of the ability to do
this. Masses are being streamed from many entities. Novenas are available online. While we may be confined physically to our homes, the whole wide world is open to us through various platforms!
So, with that said, thank you. Our administrators and teachers deserve so much gratitude for their flexibility
and determination is providing on-going quality faith-based education, recognizing the rigor and caliber of
education our schools have sustained in Northern Nevada for over fifty years!
As you read the Good News in Catholic Education, some of the information submitted by schools earlier
now has changed.
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God bless you.
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As a Protecting God’s Children facilitator since 2003, I have personally
seen the evolution of the internet and how our children have become more
and more vulnerable. As a former principal, my vice principal and I were
amazed that so many of our student behavioral issues had to do with situations that did not occur at school during school hours, but involved electronic communication.
Current principals share their concern with the vulnerability of children and
the consequences of unsupervised electronic communications. Recently, I
reached out to Virtus to share our concerns. Virtus responded with this
timely article written by Robert Hugh Farley, M.S. who is nationally recognized as an authority. We have received permission to publish this article.
With this in mind, I ask you, our Catholic school parents to read this article
and consider your own child’s electronic use. Also, after reading it, consider continuing to read the Virtus bulletins, even if you have completed your
required bulletins and recertification review. If you need help with this, contact Elda Juarez at eldaj@catholicreno.org.

Mobile Device Dangers: Snapchat, Snap Map and Caller ID Spoofing
Introduction

by Robert Hugh Farley, M.S.

A mobile application, known simply as an "app," is
a software application or a computer program that
is designed to run on a mobile communication device such as a phone, tablet or watch. Today, most
mobile communication devices are sold with several apps bundled as pre-installed software, such
as a web browser, an email provider and a calendar. With the ever-growing number of apps available at the Apple iOS or the Android App stores,
adults and young people are downloading more
and more apps to their mobile devices.
For many, who are responsible and take safety precautions, some of the very popular
social networking and messaging apps can be an easy and fun way to meet people
and stay in touch with friends. Unfortunately, many are unaware of the dangers for
children and young people who utilize these social apps because children and young
people can be exposed to not only graphic images but in some cases, child molesters.
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Snapchat and Snap Map Background
Snapchat, first released in 2011, is a popular social networking app that lets its users
easily snap (take) and exchange photos, videos and text messages with a selected group
of friends. As of October 2019, Snapchat reports having 210 million daily active users.1
Unlike Facebook or Twitter, which memorializes everything a user posts, the photos
and videos that are shared on Snapchat are meant to disappear once they have been
viewed or within a pre-designated time. Unfortunately, many children and young people fail
to realize that like anything that is shared online, the digital images are often still there, in
some form, somewhere, forever.
Like other social media apps, Snapchat is extremely easy to download and use, despite easily overcome age restrictions. For example, once the Snapchat App has been
downloaded to a device, all that one needs to sign up is a name, email address and a
birthdate. According to Snapchat's terms of service, a user must be 13 years old to join.
But, Snapchat unfortunately has no real age-verification process, so it is extremely easy for
one to falsify their age by simply providing a fake birthdate.
After providing a birthdate (real or fake), one next selects a "user name" or profile display name to connect with friends or discover new friends. Many users will also use a Bitmoji for their profile image, which is a personal, animated cartoon avatar (created using another app). Once one has created an account, Snapchat offers a variety of features, allowing one to modify photos or make funny enhancements. Another feature simplifies video
chatting or conferencing. Snapchat also offers users entertainment news and games.
Unfortunately, as a result of the inadequate age-verification process, children and
young people who have joined can be easily manipulated by their new adult Snapchat
"friends." Some of the new "friends" will snap sexually explicit photos to vulnerable victims
and will groom vulnerable youth to send the sexually explicit pictures of themselves. They
might obtain more images from youth by saying that the photos will quickly disappear per
the app's functionality, which lowers the child's inhibitions.
Snap Map, first released in June 2017, is a Snapchat add-on feature that displays a
user's location on a map in real time. Snap Map uses geo-location to track a user's mobile
device. As a result, Snap Map friends will see an image or Bitmoji on a map. Further, it lets
friends see where a person is located, right down to the very street. The geo-location updates every time the app is opened, not just when a photo, video or text is sent or snapped.
If friends have opted into Snap Map, their locations are visible, too. One can turn this feature off, or use it in Ghost Mode, which allows the user to view the map but not be seen by
others.

Prevention
The biggest risk for a child or young person using any location-based app like Snap
Map is having their location seen by all of their friends, because some Snapchat acquaintances may not be real friends and may have bad intentions. It is frightening to think that a
molester could stalk a child or young person in real time from home, school, a store or even
to church. It is strongly encouraged that if children or young people are going to use Snap
Map, that it only be used in the Ghost Mode. Even better, that it not be used at all. Keep in
mind that other elements in the background of photos can also reveal locations (such as the
image of a school, store, sign, neighborhood, car, etc.), even if the Snap Map add-on of this
app, or any similar app, isn't utilized.
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Caller ID Spoofing
Caller ID, or caller identification, while seemingly innocuous, is another technology that may be used in an alarming manner. As background, the caller ID process is
initially transmitted at the start of the phone call and identifies the incoming caller before the receiver answers the phone. Call "screening" is the process of evaluating a
telephone call before deciding whether to answer the call or not. Anyone who has a
cell phone can screen a call-call screening is typically done by checking the receiver's caller ID display to see who or where the call is coming from. Unfortunately, with
newer technology, the caller ID information that is received on the device can be falsified.
Caller ID "spoofing," or faking, is a technology that allows one to alter the information sent to a device's caller ID display in order to hide the caller's true origin. In
simpler terms, caller ID spoofing allows one to display a phone number different than
the actual number from which the phone call was placed. Multiple "caller ID faker"
apps are available for download at the Apple iOS or the Android App stores. These
apps, some of which are free, are advertised in the App stores as a funny way to
prank or fool your friends. Other faker apps that are available at the App stores will
even allow a text user to spoof or fake the mobile number that was used in connection with transmitting a text message.

Prevention
Children and young people who use social networking and messaging apps are
often very trusting regarding the people or "friends" that they have met or communicated with online. As part of the grooming process, a child molester will progress
(sometimes very quickly) from just messaging, and will attempt to actually talk in real
time with a vulnerable child or young person. When receiving a call, a child or young
person would typically check their phone's caller ID display to see who or where the
call is coming from, giving them a sense of security. Caller ID spoofing apps present
an enormous danger for these children and young people because it allows the molester to not only fake an identity, but also fake a mobile phone number.

Conclusion
Technology continues to rapidly change. All of us who are charged with protecting children must continue our efforts to stay abreast of the many new devices, software programs and the latest apps that may be used by young people, as well as
people seeking to manipulate and sexually abuse children.

Reference: 1. Snapchat daily active users 2019 - Statistic. www.Statista.com
This article is the copyrighted property of National Catholic Services, LLC. All rights reserved. To provide constructive feedback, or for permission to redistribute,
please communicate with: editor@virtus.org
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The Diocese of Reno is committed to the safety of our children and vulnerable adults.
Through the "Protecting God's Children" program we train people to be more aware of how to
protect children and vulnerable adults, and also the possible warning signs of abuse and neglect.
Each year children within our Religious Education programs and within our schools are provided the opportunity to participate in a program called “Empowering God’s Children.”
Together, all of us can help to create safe environments in our parish, schools, facilities and even
beyond.
To register for a background check and also take an online Protecting God’s Children Awareness
Session or to sign up for a live training, visit our website: https://renodiocese.org/safeenvironment/
For additional information, please contact Elda Juarez at (775) 326-9445.
While all volunteers need to read 24 continuing education bulletins and take a recertification review, you are encouraged to continue reading bulletins so you can stay aware and informed.
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March is a really fun month at St. Teresa School. Especially Reading Week!!
Lots of visiting readers!

Tuesday was a Poetry Jam. All

classes jammed with poetry
readings and finger clicks
instead of clapping
Wednesday was book
character dress up day

Thursday was Dr.
Seuss and Buddy
Reading Day
Friday was Pajama
Day and DEAR (Drop Everything and Read)
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St. Teresa of Avila Catholic School, 567 South Richmond Ave. Carson City, NV 89703, www.stts.org

“Then the father said to [his son], 'Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is
yours.’” -Luke 15:31
One of the many blessings of Catholic education is the opportunity we have to connect with
our students, faculty, administration, and God all together during Mass. The impact of coming together in faith as a school-wide community is profound. While assemblies, rallies, and
school events can be a great way to have fun and connect to one another, Mass provides a
way for our connections to be rooted in reflection, repentance, love, and faith. Lent, especially, is a time for us to deepen those roots even further as we prepare our hearts and our
minds for remembering Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection.

We were able to focus our intentions for the upcoming Lenten season during Ash Wednesday’s annual communal
Mass. Our incredible Chaplain, Father Tom, displayed
Rembrant’s The Return of the Prodigal Son as he spoke of
the importance of seeking the light of the Lord. The
painting depicts the story of a son seeking out the forgiveness and acceptance of his father, and visually represents their spiritual enlightenment through physically bathing them in light while the resentful brothers watch in the
shadows.
As a reminder of this truly special Mass, we have continued
to display this painting for the remainder of the Lenten season. In both our personal lives and as a community, it is crucial that we seek and give love without hesitation, and that
we recognize that only through the acceptance of others can we expect to be accepted as
well.
We are grateful for this season of inward reflection and outward repentance. May we feel
the strength and bond of our community at this time as we seek the Lord’s light all together.
God Bless!
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Bishop Manogue Catholic High School | www.bishopmanogue.org | (775) 336-6000

Our Lady of the Snows School
1125 Lander Street, Reno, NV
775-322-2773 www.ourladyofthesnowsschool.org

The 40-day Lenten Season at Our Lady of the Snows School includes the following service projects, special
events and prayerful reflections:

Before Lent:
Mardi Gras: Students are challenged to join the Lenten faith-in-action program known as Catholic Relief
Services Rice Bowl. We’ve teamed up with 13,000 faith communities across the United States to join together
to bring lifesaving aid for millions of individuals living in conditions of poverty around the world. A simple cardboard box – a CRS Rice Bowl – inspires prayers, fasting and almsgiving within Catholic families across the
United States and delivers hope to millions around the world. The hungry are fed; the thirsty are given drink;
the homeless find shelter.
Ash Wednesday: School Mass and distribution of ashes
Lent Calendar of Kindness: The Calendar of Kindness is a school-wide project sponsored by the Student
Council – every day a different act of kindness helps us grow closer to God as we journey together through
Lent.
Stations of the Cross: An important devotional tool at Our Lady of the Snows School is the Prayer of
Stations. By focusing on the key events of Jesus’ 1st day, students enter into a deeper understanding and
experience the passion of Christ so that they might be ready to celebrate Easter with new joy and freedom.
The prayer of Stations will be presented to the whole school during Lent; the first led by the 8th grade and
again led by the kindergarten class. Finally, the “living” Stations will be presented by the kindergarten and 8th
grade.
Lenten Reconciliation Service: Two Reconciliation services are held for students and offer them the
gift of grace, a way to God, and a way back to God. Through self-examination and acknowledging failings
through Reconciliation, students commit to making things right with God, with others and with themselves.
Triduum Retreat: The morning of Holy Thursday, we hold a Triduum Retreat for the whole school.
Families are invited to join us for this very special retreat which is designed to give everyone a preview of the
Triduum; Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday/Resurrection Sunday.
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ST. ALBERT THE GREAT CATHOLIC SCHOOL
Learning to Know, Love, and Serve God

On Tuesday, February 25th, St. Albert’s school students participated in the Burning of the Palms. St. Albert’s families
and parishioners brought in their palms from last year, and we gathered together on the playground for a special
prayer and celebration as the palms were burned and then used for the Ash Wednesday masses the next day. On Ash
Wednesday, the St. Albert’s church was filled with students, parents, and parishioners celebrating the beginning of
Lent and receiving their ashes.
Each Friday during Lent, our students participate in the Stations of the Cross. Students in grades 5-8 take turns performing three different live stations in the gym each week, and students in grades K-4 participate in all of the stations
every Friday in the church. Our St. Albert’s families and parishioners also enjoy attending the Stations of the Cross
each Friday evening during Lent, followed by a Soup Supper in our gym. It’s always nice to see so many members of
our church community involved each week!
Fr. Honesto Agustin has also arranged a special time for all of our students in grades 2-8 to receive the Sacrament of
Reconciliation in the church on March 19th. He’s invited four other priests, and each student will be able to individually meet with a priest to confess their sins and prepare their hearts for Easter.
On Holy Thursday, the 8th grade students will present the Living Stations of the Cross to the entire school in the
church. Mr. Kearney, our junior high math and religion teacher, and the 8th grade students have invested a lot of time
preparing for this wonderful performance. The message of Christ’s crucifixion is so powerful and moving that typically
not a sound will be heard when everyone exits the church.
Our families are looking forward to spending some quality time together during the four-day Easter holiday, especially
since there will be an early release on Holy Thursday, and no school on Good Friday or Easter Monday. Easter is such
a special time to celebrate the resurrection of our Savior, Jesus Christ!
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St. Albert the Great School, 1255 St. Albert’s Drive Reno, NV 89503 (775) 747-3392 www.stalbertcatholicschool.org/
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Little Flower School
Different Where It Counts
1300 Casazza Dr.
Reno, NV 89502
(775) 329-2931

Ash Wednesday, February 26 began the season of Lent and our preparation for
Easter. During our 40 days of Lent we will be praying that all of us, no matter
what age, can come before God with all our hearts.
Little Flower students will be listening to their hearts through penny drives &
competition. The penny drive benefits several programs: Renown Children’s
Hospital, Stand Up for Kids—Irvine Chapter and Pathways of Hope.
We are also stressing the importance of being involved in our church. Father
Jorge always states that he wants children to be involved in our mass. We now
have altar server classes, put on by our 5th grade teacher, Roxana Gutierrez, and
a student reader assisting our priests with the responses in the mass.
As always, our 5th graders will be performing the Stations of the Cross. The
Stations are a moving remembrance of the Passion of Christ. Through the
Stations we contemplate Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday. It is
through our children that Christ’s message becomes clear .
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I’m so happy to support D.O.R.S and what it stands for! I was really
surprised when I found out I won the grand prize!! The airline
points will help with our family vacation we will take this summer!!
Thank you again D.O.R.S!!!
Debbie Friedman
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